
 

 OUR WELCOMING STATEMENT:  
At Becks Evangelical Lutheran Church, we offer everyone a place in the  
family of God.  Without condition or judgment, all people are welcome to  

join us in the worship, fellowship, and ministry of Jesus Christ!  
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:  
As the people of God in this time and place; we are called to live in  

fellowship with each other, in witness to our faith at all times  
and in stewardship of all that we have been given.  
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Welcome to Becks Lutheran Church where we worship God, and learn and grow in faith. Worship is 
something we do together so we invite you to participate as you are able by speaking the words in bold print..  
Thank you for joining us as we worship together. 

 

 

+ + GATHERING  + + 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

(Please stand as you are able and comfortable.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock 
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God. 
 

(We pause for reflection.) 

P God of grace and glory, 

C you have brought us through the night of sin into the light of Jesus’ 
resurrection. Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. Make us alive in 
Christ, O God. Make us new as you make all things new. Rescue us from 
evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in grace, and restore us to living in your 
holiness, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.   

 

P Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! The light of the risen Christ puts 
to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen, casts 
out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride. Jesus Christ loves you        
and ☩ frees you from your sins by his blood. To him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever! 

C Amen! 
 
HYMN:   838                           “Beautiful Savior”                    Schönster Herr Jesu 

Gesangbuch, Münster 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING  

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE   
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Page 5 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 
P Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 

earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to 
all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
(Please be seated.)  

+ + WORD  + + 

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully 
at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To 
an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 
24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 
where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for 
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we 
live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For 
we too are his offspring.’ 29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that 
the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination 
of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which 
he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

L The word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALMODY: 66:8-20 (read responsively) 
8Bless our God, you peoples; 
  let the sound of praise be heard. 
9Our God has kept us among the living 
  and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
10For you, O God, have tested us; 
  you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
11You brought us into the net; 
  you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 
  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
  and will pay you my vows— 
                (continued) 
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14those that I promised with my lips 
  and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 
  I will give you oxen and goats.  
16Come and listen, all you who believe, 
  and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
17I called out to God with my mouth, 
  and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
  the Lord would not have heard me; 
19but in truth God has heard me 
  and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
  nor withheld unfailing love from me.   

 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer 
for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 
intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 
your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 
you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may 
be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be 
God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for 
all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God 
waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal 
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 
powers made subject to him. 
 

L The word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please stand as you are comfortable and able.) 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21  

P The holy gospel according to St. John the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and 
he will be in you. 
 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world 
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On 
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They 
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 
them.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 
SERMON                                                                              Pr. Chris Johnson 
 
(Please stand as you are comfortable and able.) 
 
HYMN:  398                      “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”                                Song 13 
                            Samuel Longfellow 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

P God has made us God’s people through our baptism in Christ. Living together 
in trust and hope let us confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
  (after each petition)………Hear us, O God, 

C your mercy is great.  
 

P Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise 
to you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord  

C Amen. 
 

PEACE  — To be mindful of the safety of others, we share the peace only 
 between pastor and congregation. 

 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.    

C And also with you. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
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+ + MEAL  + + 
  

OFFERING  —   We contemplate our offerings to God during the offertory. 
 

OFFERTORY                             “Seek Ye First”                            Karen Lafferty 
Chancel Choir 

 

(Please stand as you are comfortable and able.) 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS     
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

P Let us pray. Generous God, 

C  in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the 
earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the 
pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING      

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who 
gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter 
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION    

P On this day, we celebrate the risen Christ 

C On this day, we celebrate resurrection in our lives. 
 

P On this day, we embrace the grace which reaches from the tomb. 

C On this day, we embrace faith by committing to love in action. 
 

P On this day, we shout Hallelujah! 

C On this day we shout, Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 

P It is through our neighbors and creation that we see the rising of Christ, O God. 
 
 Creator of Our Earth: We celebrate the shifting of seasons from one to the 

next.  As the earth sheds its Winter chill, it begins to drink in the warm rains 
and creation comes alive once again.  And so in this spirit of brightness and 
life, we celebrate.  We celebrate the risen Christ in our midst.  We celebrate the 
table in which we can join together with friends and strangers, loved ones and 
enemies.to love you, God. We covenant to love as Jesus the Christ loved    us- 
loving our neighbors as ourselves.  Through a simple meal of grain and grape, 
we, your children, unite. 

 
As we enter this season of Easter, we ask that the warm winds of the Spirit 
encircle this table and accompany us on our journey.  May this Spirit help us to 
recognize the Christ-presence in our midst.  May the Spirit open our souls in 
order for us to see humanity, God and creation through the eyes of Jesus. 
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It was Jesus who introduced this meal to his followers.  Even though Jesus 
knew he would be betrayed and deserted by those at this supper, he still 
continued to join them at the table, sharing time and space with whom he grew 
closest. 
 
On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took break, blessed it, 
broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying, “This is my body, given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Again after supper, he took the cup, blessed it and gave it all to drink, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 
Jesus reminded them how he would go to the ends of the earth in his love for 
them. 
 
Today, we celebrate this earth-shaking love of Jesus – a love that sent him to 
the cross and a love that lives eternally with us, encouraging us to live a 
resurrected life. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   

P Remember us in your kingdom, O God, and teach us to pray: 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 

C Thanks be to God! 
 
(Please be seated.) 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are welcome to the table to receive Holy Communion.  If  you are unable to 
receive communion at the altar, please raise your hand so that communion can be 
brought to you as we do not wish to overlook anyone.  
 
Please refrain from conversation during the distribution of Holy Communion in 
respect for those who may be in prayer. 

 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  A time for quiet reflection. 
 
(Please stand as you are comfortable and able.) 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

P May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 
strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray. Gracious God,  

C in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this 
meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to 
show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

+ + SENDING + + 
 

BLESSING 

P The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of 
the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.  

C Amen. 
  
HYMN:   638                         “Blessed Assurance”                                 Assurance 

Fanny J. Crosby 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.  

C Thanks be to God.   
 
POSTLUDE 
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+ + ANNOUNCEMENTS  + + 
 
Blood Drive 
Our May Blood Drive was quite a success! We collected 42 units and had 44 
people come to donate. Many thanks to Joyce and Wade Brown, Martha Leonard, 
Doris Allen, Al and Becky Hoppensteadt and those who helped set up the FEB. 
Your help was truly needed and appreciated!  
 
Pantry Needs 
Thanks for all of the response to restock the pantry.  We have received abundantly. 
We could still use the following: 
 

• Dry Beans (no black eye peas, please) 

• Canned Meats —  Spam, Chicken, Tuna in Water 

• Peanut Butter — smooth or crunchy 

 
Graduates 
If there are high school or college graduates among the church family, please 
contact the church office. We certainly wish to recognize the accomplishments of 
our young people. 
 
Council Meeting 
The Council will meet next Sunday, May 21, 2023, at 8:30 AM in the Office 
Complex. Please note the change in the location of the meeting. 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
The choir will rehearse each Sunday morning at 9:00 AM. The choir welcomes 
newcomers as well as those who have participated in the past!  Please join us! 
 
Volunteers Needed 
Please prayerfully consider your availability to serve as Lector, Usher, etc. There is 
a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board at the ramp entrance. 

 Monthly Stewardship 

Needed for the month 
of May 
—Budget  

 
 

$13,740.00 

May 7, 2023 
—Budget  
—Facility Reserve 

 
$2,390.00 

$40.00 

Received for May 
—Budget  
—Facility Reserve 

 
$2,390.00 

$40.00 
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PRAYER LIST 
 

Church Family: 
Paula Applegate 
Keith Ball 
Evelyn Briggs 
Carl & Gaye 
 Burkhart 
Skip Clodfelter 
Nancy Delia  
Betty Jean Disher 
Bobby & Patricia 
 Fritts 
Robbie Harrison 
Jeanette Holder 
David Huddle 
Randy Hunt 
Pr. Chris Johnson 
Ed Lavelle 
Brenda Leonard 
Martha Leonard 
Maxine Mull 
Tonia Mull 
Tony Myers 
Ruth Smith 
Benny Swing 
Lonnie Warner 
Penny York 
 
Loved Ones, Friends 

and Neighbors: 
Chip Allen 
Genevieve Allen 
Randy Allen 
Cindy Beasley 
Dwayne and Julie 
 (Walker) Beasley 
Sarah Lovell Biggers 
Brandon, Suzy, & 
 Charlie Blair  
Bonnie Bowling 
Megan Bradham 
Tim Braun 
Eliza Bray 
Jason Buffkin 
Susan Buffkin 
Anne Burkhart 
Tim Carter 

Judy Charles 
Phyllis Cockerham 
Richard Craver 
The Delaney Family 
Hunter Dennis 
Goldie Doman 
Cassi Dorsett 
Lane Fogelman  
Jamison Forst 
Walker Fritts 
Nick Gambardella 
Tommy Garmon 
Mitch Harb, Sr. 
Beth Harris 
Jason Heitman Family 
Monte Heitman 
Kimberly Hicks 
Gavin Hill 
Scott Hilton 
Patty Hinson 
Michael & Crystal 
 Hobbs 
Mark Holder 
Sue Hoots 
Mirsad Izric 
Michael Jones 
Ashley King 
Janie Kivett 
Betty Lamb 
Rylee Lambeth 
Randall Leonard 
Steve “Bo” Leonard 
Nancy McConkey 
Jan McCoy 
Kristian Messer 
Erin Moody 
Devin Mora 
Ronnie Moretz 
Judy Motley 
Donald Myers 
Toni Nance 
Aiden Noonan 
McKenna Oliver 
Adele Perrier 
Cheryl Rawley 
Branson Smith 
Joanna Smith 
Linda Smith  

Sue Smith 
Michael & Debbie 
 Stewart 
Tommy “Red” Shaw 
Steve and Jeanette 
 Thompson 
Tyler and Alyssa 
 Thompson 
Laura Turlington 
Olivia Turner 
Ray Vaughn 
Kim Vest 
Ricky Watkins 
Greg White 
Butch Williams 
Sydney Wilson 
Gerald Wimmer 
Chuck Woodsford 
Erik Young 
Sue Young 
Patsy Younts 
Pepper Younts 
 

The families of those 
who have passed to life 

eternal: 
 

 



Page 16 

 



 Page 17 

 



Page 18 

 

Liturgy and music from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Hymns and Liturgy  reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20657.  

Livestreaming under permission under One License #716188-A . All rights reserved. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


